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Grass fire near Hale'iwa closes
Kamehameha Highway,
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A diploma in the art ofrising above hardships
Lee ment Physics and got an A Rayleen's college applica-

She participated in cross tions reads:
country, Faclc and soccer. "These traumas of the
She wrote for her school pa- .deattr of one parent, of los-
per. She worked after- ing the other parent to
school and summerjobs, drugs, of moving and
waking up at 5 every mom- dnnging sdtools, of being
ing last zummer to catch , forced to start over semes.
two buses to get to an in- ter after semester, would
temship at the J,W Marriott discourage most adults, not
Ihilani Resort & Spa to mention an adolescent.

When Rayleen's little sis- l/et' despite these hard-
terwas assigrred an essay slups, ormaybe because of
on'the person I most ad- these hardships, Rayleen
mire and want to be like," never quit, ner/er gave up
she wrote about Rayleen. and never qut achieving.

"A lot of kids out there are and never wavercd from her
drowning,"saysWoliver. goalofanendingcollege
"Here,s onewiro's asuccess and.malcingsomethirgof
story," ner Me."

rrvolive/s not sure whv The essay she wrote for
Rayleen has risen anovJher ngrgofte.S.e applications in'
cirarmstances, Ooug4 ana dudedthis paragraph on
h e r e f i . r s e s t o t a k e a n ! c r e e  r  q ! T f f ' _ - _ , , , '
it' "I don'1crowwneit srre . l{tit:Blrlife has not

Sets oris fron\'r,. *vr,*i- 
' been typically ordir14ry, !'m

"- The letter of reconimen- 
': !: . j'�l 1

dationWoliverwrotefor See RAyIIEI, A32

oday, Itayleen Ega-
mr graduates fmm
Waipahu Hrgh
Schml.ln thefatt,

she'U leave for coLlege on
t}le Mainland. Those wents
take on added significance
when you knowwhat she's
lived througlu

Over the past four years,
there were days when
Rayleen got up in the morn-
ing not lmowingwhere

1ne'! Ue sleeping thar night.
Kayleen lost one parent to
heart disease, the other to
crystal meth. Orphaned and
indrgent, she and her
younger brother and sister
were bouncrd amund from
house to house. They lived
with relatives, friends of rel.
awes, and foster families.
Rayleen went to four differ-
ent high schools, including
one in Alaska when she was
sent to live with familv
friends for a few monjths.
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She came to psychologist
RobertWolivefs office
2Vzyean ago through Child
Protective Seryices. Woliver
ended up helping Rayleen
tet into an SATpreparation
course, fill out college appti-.
cations, wen learn to surf.

You see somebodyW-
ing so tlard [ke this,;Woliv-
ersala, ]ou just want to go
to bat for them."

Woliver is quick to list all
of Rayleen's accomplish-
ments. She made the honor
mll at all four high schools
she anended. Shewas elect-
ed governor in the yMCA's
Youth Legulature prograrn .
She took Advanced place-
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Rtyleen: Hardship built sterling characrer
FROM PAGE A25

thanldul ttnt IVe experienced
hardship in my life,It malrcs me
appreciate thngs that I tnve to
wort( forway more than I woutd if
rney were just grven to me. Ile
deoded to take Ore initiative in my
life to serve as a positive mte mo{-
el tor my brother and sister, as
well as othen who have suffered
the casualbes of drug use, the
oeatn of a loved one, or been in-
volved in fostercare, I lmowwtnt
:lnq are gorng rhrough becar:se
lve been there ... and suryived.,,

Rayleen turned lg last month,
so her stahs as an orphanea cfritA
rn toster cate has changed. "I'm
rota[y clone with all that," she
says. She's on her own now, and
tPt.Pme. with a different,krnd
of uncertainty.

She's not s-ure where sh.e'U be
Iivtng this summer until she
leaves forcollege at Loyola Mary-
pount.Once she gets there, shd
rmows no one in Califomia.

And though she has scholar-
ships and loans, she,s still thou-
sands of dollars shon for ruirion,
Slte's working this srrmrnerlnrl

waiting to hear from one last
scholarship program. If that do€s-
n't come throug[ she,s not sure
what she'll do,

' Pe*nps in the future, Rayleen
mayh benerable to saywhat it
y^ th.?r kept hergoing despite
the pull and swirl of roublsand
heartadre. perhaps, thougtr, it,s
vcrysimple, and she ajreadyhas
the aruwer: ,I think I just wanted
something better."

Reach be Catalwa at 535-
8 1 72 or I atalwn@honol uJ uad


